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00:58 

CD: So we were talking about the Arizona Memorial and what you think about 
when you are out there. And there's a lot of people every year who go to that 
place and pay respects and learn something or glean something from that place. 
As some who saw it and lived through it and was affected by it, what would say 
to those people as something you'd hope they'd take away from it? 


01:28 

PT: Oh, I don't know they'd take away what I do, but when you see that wall 
with all the names on it and you know the history of Pearl Harbor and you know 
that you're standing right over the Arizona and the crew is still aboard it, it 
should mean something and it's so quiet and peaceful, it is, nobody says a word. 
They bring boatloads, uh, small boats over, and uh, everybody just stands and 
looks and reads the names, and uh, nobody speaks, or if they do it's very quietly. 
It's, it's, it's a feeling, it's, it's something. It means something, I'm sure it means 
something to the people who come over there or they wouldn't be there, but uh, I 
just can't get over the little oil bubbles that come up every once in a while. It's 
letting you know that they're still down there. That ship was important. And I 
think they come away with, uh, if they weren't, if they didn't know too much 
about it they're going to find out something about it, they're going to find out 
about the Arizona, maybe they want to know a little more about the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor also, but it is a, it's a really nice memory. Memorial. 


03:10 
<<plane interruption>> 


03:54 

CD: There are a lot of people who go out there, and try to take something away 
from the memorial, what would you say to them when they see the names and 
see bubbles? What do you think that means in the larger scheme? 


04:14 

PT: Well the names are of the crew. Uh, and I think what they take away is they 
are over , they're on, at the USS Arizona and the oil bubbles that every once and 
a while come up, uh because it oozes, it's just a reminder there's still a crew 
under where they are standing and these are the names. And uh, it's visiting a 
gravesite. It's visiting a memorial. And to know the bombing of Pearl harbor is to 
know why that's there. And no matter how many times I've been there I still, I 


get just this, emotional feeling, because I saw that ship in smoke. And she 
burned as I said, I can't remember, three or four days. (05:30) just not fire 
burned, smoked for three or four days. But it's still, I can see them now, the little 
tiny bits of oil that go pop. 


05:52 
CD: How has witnessing that attack changed you? 


05:56 

PT: Well I'm a proud American I'll tell you and I, I love my country, and uh, my 
flag, and the Star-spangled - I, I get teared up when I see a parade and they're 
marching with the flag, or hear the Star-spangled Banner, because that played a 
big part in my early life. I loved military life. I was the best Navy brat you ever, I 
loved the military. And uh, I respect these women, the mothers whose husbands 
are deployed for months and years and what ever and can't be with them, god 
my heart goes out to them, cause I didn't realize at the time that my mother went 
through that, you know, didn't know where my dad was, but we were very 
fortunate on occasions to be with my dad. We were transferred when he went, 
we were transferred with him. But it, it's so, it's gotta be so difficult for these 
Navy families. Really, so ,uh - 


07:04 
CD: What do you think the lesson of Pearl Harbor is for the country? 


07:10 

PT: Oh Chuck, I couldn't answer - be aware, be alert, don't ever forget what 
happened, but and, you got to be aware, be alert and um, remember Pearl 
Harbor. 


07:28 
CD: Do you think we've learned that lesson? 


07:30 

PT: Uh, yes. Somewhat, yes I think we have. We went on to win the war. And uh, 
although there have been other things since that time, but uh, we have come out 
victorious, but we still have wars. 


07:58 
CD: Is there anything that I've missed, that is important about that day in your 
memory or in your experience that I haven't asked about? 


08:05 

PT: About that day? Not really, I think we've covered it pretty well. It's just what 
I went through that day , what I knew, what I saw, and what I heard, and what I 
was told. Um, I think you've pretty well covered that day. 


08:31 
CD: Are there other days that, that day directly affected? 


08:34 

PT: Well the day before, December the 6", the night that I won that jitterbug 
contest, uh and didn't really pay too much attention to that because I was just so 
happy, as I told you earlier, about being at the dance, dancing and winning the 
cup. When I, I had that cup with me and as I grew up I often wondered who was 
this sailor I never knew his name didn't know anything about him. He didn't 
know me, my name or anything about me and I wondered who was this sailor 
and can I find out who he was. And I wrote to, uh, our Navy magazine, that was a 
periodical at that time, and never heard, and wrote a couple times. And then 
growing up, if I was ever interviewed, I would always put in this little story and 
anyone about the jitter bug contest. And anyone that I had met that had been at 
Pearl Harbor, I would always ask “were you there the night of December the 6?” 
Cause I wanted to find out who this person was. In 1999, when I had visited the 
memorial, I talked to one of the park rangers and I said you know , I said 
uh,when I told him the story and he said “I think you should meet our curator”. 
So I said, “Okay.” So I met the curator after I had made my little trip to the 
memorial, on the launch. And I, it was a she, and I told her my story. And I said, “ 
Is there anything in the, in the archives. Anything that might let me know who 
this person was”. So graciously, graciously she let me go with her to the archives 
and she thumbed through and there was nothing. So she suggested I write to the 
Pearl Harbor Gram, which is a military, uh, periodical going to Pearl Harbor 
survivors , which I did and the editor put my little article about wanting to know 
if anybody was there night, and I'm looking for the sailor that I danced with. And 
finally I had a letter from uh, a man, from Pensacola, Florida who was editor of 
the Scuttlebutt, which is a military periodical out of Pensacola, Florida who said 
he was there that night and he saw me dancing and wondered whatever 
happened to that little girl. Well he then put the article and added to it about him 
finding me and we talked and whatever. He put that article in the Scuttlebutt. 
Well shortly after that time, someone called the editors, name was John Rutledge 
and said, “I think I'm the sailor you're looking for”. So he gave him my phone 
number, he called me, and he said, “ I'm the sailor you're looking for”. It took me 
fifty-eight and a half years to find the sailor I was looking for his name is Jack 
Evans, you're going to interview him later, he uh, uh was seventeen at the time, I 
was ten. He lived in Chula Vista, I lived in El Cajon, which was fifteen miles apart 
for forty years. And didn't we never found each other. Anyhow the first time we 
met, to see him for the first time since we danced with, we met at the Scottish 
Rite down here in Mission Valley and I had brought a little picture with me today 
to show you our first meeting after fifty-eight and a half years. And we were 
invited, then I told my story, uh, called Hawaii and said, “I had found him”. Told 
them our story and we were there for the sixtieth aniversary of Pearl Harbor. We 
danced together for the first time in sixty years, that night at their gala dinner at 
the sixtieth aniversary. So that story was complete. He was alive, found him alive 
and I donated my trophey to the, uh, memorial. They should have it and that's 
where it is. (13:08) 


<<talking about jitterbug>> 


13:46 
CD: Could you tell me what your dad, what is name and what his rank was and 


where he was stationed? 


13:48 

PT: Right, my dad was Edward Campbell, he was a chief radioman, you know 
duh-dah-dah-dit duh-dah duh-dih-dit dah-dah-dah dah, and that was my name by 
the way and he was stationed at Pearl Harbor on base not on a ship 
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18:07 
CD: Go ahead whenever you're ready. 


18:10 

WD: My name is Woodrow Wilson Derby. I was born in 1918 when Woodrow 
Wilson was preisdent and my father had a homestead in South Dakota that had 
been signed by Woodrow Wilson so he put my name on it, but they called my 
Woody Derby. W-O-O-D-Y, capital D-E-R-B-Y, Woody Derby and that's my name 
today. 


<<talking about homesteading - not related to interview>> 
START INTERVIEW 


20:20 
CD: If you could just start out, if you could introduce yourself and tell us where 
you come from originally? 


20:26 

WD: Well my name is Woody Derby, that's short for Woodrow Wilson Derby. I 
was uh, raised in southeastern Iowa and uh, I was on the farm thing were, that 
was during the Great Depression and things were very difficult. And uh, I went 
through high school there. I played basketball and baseball on the high school 
teams and I graduated from high school in 1937. 


20:58 
CD: Woody if I could just ask you to look at me, just for your sight line and not 
the lens at all. 


21:17 
CD: What made you want to join the Navy? 


21:19 

WD: Well, as I said, it was in the Great Depression, there were no jobs, uh, when 
I got through high school there was nothing to do. I worked, uh, for a while 
cutting brush on where they were putting the, uh, rural electrical lines in, but it 
didn't pay much. So I signed up to go to the Navy in, uh, I think February or 
March 1938, 1938, but I didn't, they didn't call me in until December 7", 1938 
and I joined the Navy then. 


21:57 

CD: How old were, if you could, could you tell me your enlistment story of the 
Navy. How you were when you did it, where you went for basic, how you got 
stationed to the Nevada? 


22:07 

WD: I was 20 years old when I signed up on Des Moines, Iowa. And they, uh, the 
next day they transported me up to, um, Great Lakes, where I went through 
recruit training, uh, December, January, February, and I completed in March. And 
from there, I got on a train and headed west. There were about sixty in my 
company, of Great Lakes, that all went out to join the USS Nevada. Now, when I 
got on that train and headed west, I was sitting there and I said “ what in the 
world am I going to do when I get on that battleship” I had know idea, and uh, 
few days later we all made it and I went aboard. 


22:55 
CD: What was your your job aboard, what was your rank and what did you do? 


22:59 

WD: When I first went aboard, I went into the “O” Division - Ordinance. And our 
job was to take care of all the magazines where, uh, the ammunition was stored. 
Now, we were in the Navy yard, and we worked for, oh, I'd say six weeks, we, uh, 
cleaned all the decks, polished them, shined the bright work and everything was 
cleaned up, and after that we got underway there was absolutely nothing to do 
there. The first class petty officer I was working for, every morning at nine 
o'clock, we'd go check the different ammunition storage places and then uh, he'd 
put a handful of rags on deck and lay down and rest until eleven o'clock. And 
then go to lunch. But, uh, I couldn't stand that, so after less than a year, I got out 
and I got into the supply division, and I worked in different store rooms for 
probably, oh, less than a year and then I went into the disbursing office where all 
the pay records were. And I worked in there and then in a matter of a couple of 
three years I was the boss-man, which is hard to believe. I made chief after four 
years and nine months in the navy and, uh, I worked in the disbursing office for, 
oh let me see, about five years I think, 'cause I stayed aboard the Nevada seven 
years two months all total. 


24:40 
CD: What was life like aboard that battleship, could you walk me through a day, 
what the ship meant to you, what the crew was like together? 


24:54 

WD: Well, on there, if you were assigned to a division, like division one and two 
were in the bow and the forward part. Division three and four were in the stern, 
they were in the deck force. And do you know the young sailors, that got into the 
ship they had to stay in their division area, as they wouldn't let them go to other, 
other places because they said you gonna mess it up, but so you had to stay 
where you belonged. I was in the supply division after a while and, uh, we'd get 


up in the morning at uh revelry was at 0600. We'd get up have breakfast and 
we'd have quarters at eight o'clock. Everybody would line up on deck in their 
divisions for a quarter examination and uh listen to what's going to happen that 
day and then at nine o'clock you would go to your duty station and work on that 
the rest of the day 


25:56 
CD: Where was your, what was the physical location of your duty station in the 
ship? 


26:00 

WD: Well, um, when I was in the Ordinance Division I went to the different 
magazines, but when I went into the supply division I worked in, uh, the 
Disbursing Office which was on, uh, the third deck on the support side and uh, it 
was a small place, but there were five or six of us worked there. So it worked out 
very well. All in all, people stayed in the areas they worked in, but we all got 
along very well. There were no difficulty in different groups, seriously. 


26:40 
CD: When did you find that you were getting stationed to Honolulu? 


26:45 
WD: When what? 


26:46 
CD: How did you find out you were getting stationed in Honolulu and what did 
you think about that? 


26:51 
WD: You mean the ship? 


CD: Yes 


26:56 

WD: Well we had , this was uh three years after I had been in the Navy, but we 
had been cruising around for a couple of years. Then on the, the end of the, in 
1941 we didn't come back to the States. We stayed at Pearl Harbor. And we 
normally did our training crew out there May , June , and July, something like 
that and 1941 we stayed right on through August, September, October, on into 
December. We were all surprised we stayed that long, but we'd heard, I think is 
the reason, they heard the Japanese ships were moving around in the western 
Pacific and they didn't know what was going to happen and so that's the reason 
we were at Pearl Harbor on December 7". 


